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2013 Environmental Survey of 
East Hampton Town Board Candidates

Overview

The natural resources which have supported the East End’s economy by drawing generations of farmers and vacationers to the East End are endangered by uncontrolled growth that follows invasive automobile and energy dependent development patterns. Despite these threats, the East End continues to be home to an array of rare and endangered plants and animals, a place of stunning natural beauty and productive working farms.

As non-profit, nonpartisan environmental organizations concerned about the future of the East End, we have decided to once again become active in the upcoming election by raising awareness of the importance of these issues and will be collectively engaging the public in various ways.
The purpose of this activity is not to implicitly or explicitly support or oppose any candidate or political party, but to educate voters on local environmental issues and encourage them to be civically-active environmental advocates.  

GuiDELINES

This questionnaire is designed to elicit your commitment to and ideas on addressing the important sustainability issues facing East Hampton. 
Responses should be considered public. Verbatim responses will be reproduced and distributed publicly.
If you choose to refer us to a position paper or website, please indicate exactly what text you would like us to cite. 
For candidates choosing not to respond to the questionnaire, we will note as much in our public materials.
Process

· Questionnaires may be downloaded at: http://www.nylcvef.org/easthampton and are due by October 11.
·  Completed questionnaires must be submitted via e-mail as a PDF file or Microsoft Word file to: info@nylcvef.org
· Questions or extension requests may be directed to: Joshua Klainberg (jklainberg@nylcv.org)
Contact Information
Please provide us with the following information:

Candidate Name: 
Position Sought:

Campaign Address:


Campaign Phone:


Campaign Fax:

Campaign E-mail:


Campaign Web site:


Experience, philospohy and relationships

1) Please share with us accomplishments or experiences that would indicate your commitment to advancing an environmental agenda for East Hampton. These may be professional or personal.

	


2) What do you believe is the role of town government regulation and enforcement in maintaining a clean, sustainable environment? What, if any, changes are the most important?
	


3) What resources, experts or opinions will you consult when making decisions that affect East Hampton Town’s environmental resources?
	


Issue Questions
The 2013 East Hampton Green Guide details opportunities and approaches to persistent environmental sustainability challenges facing the town.

The following action items come straight from the agenda and are of critical importance to the environmental community.

Groundwater & Surface Water
Please indicate your level of commitment or your concern(s)/opposition to advancing these action items: 

1) Prioritizing the recently authorized Wastewater Treatment Plan and develop a specific implementation plan to effectively, enforceable and affordably achieve the clean water goals of the forthcoming plan.

	


2) Supporting the creation of an island-wide entity as part of a wider regional need for water resources protection that impacts the bays and harbors of the town in order to ensure involvement in all East End communities. 

	


3) Examining a range of wastewater treatment technologies and consider a local septic system upgrade program to accelerate the deployment of advanced and decentralized treatment systems.
	


4) Supporting completion of the Long Island Pesticide Management Strategy and work locally to provide education and outreach efforts to help homeowners and landscapers use fewer pesticides to maintain their property.
	


5) Providing a formal examination of the Community Preservation Fund priorities list and identify the most important parcels that should be pursued to help protect drinking water, prioritizing potential acquisitions that lie within the Town’s Special Groundwater Protection Areas including the East Hampton Morainal Forest, Stony Hill Woods and the Hither Hills areas of Montauk.
	


6) Improving pharmaceutical disposal locally through take-back programs. 
	


7) Support the East Hampton Hatchery relocation and retrofit in an effort to mitigate excessive algae and restore coastal water bodies.
	


Hazard Mitigation & Coastal Issues

Please indicate your level of commitment or your concern(s)/opposition to advancing these action items: 

8) Updating coastal flood zone maps and map and inventory potentially suitable lands where existing development may be relocated post storm disaster.
	


9) Conducting regular baseline shoreline surveys with aerial photography to monitor shoreline movement and provide long term erosion data.
	


10) Updating and implementing the Town Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP).
	


11) Establishing best flood-proofing structures, removing infrastructure from flood zones and preserving natural barriers like dunes and beaches.
	


12) Coordinating with local community organizations to delegate responsibility for crisis management.
	


13) Preparing a Local Hazard Mitigation and Resiliency Plan to identify and address short and long term threats.
	


Dark Skies
Please indicate your level of commitment or your concern(s)/opposition to advancing these action items: 
17) Revising and update the current 2006 Smart Lighting Code to include new technologies.
	


18) Conforming town lighting facilities for energy conservation, safety, efficiency, and effectiveness.
	


19) Adopting and implement a town-wide Streetlight Policy to conform to national standards and dark sky principles.
	


20) Appointing Town “Dark Sky” Advisory Committee comprised of various stakeholders from government and private organizations with an interest in protecting the nocturnal environment to make recommendations to the Town Board for residential and commercial properties, and the municipality.
	


Quiet Skies
Please indicate your level of commitment or your concern(s)/opposition to advancing these action items: 
21) Allowing the remaining months of the applicable grant assurances restricting the Town’s rights as proprietor to limit access to the airport to expire without further obligation to the FAA. 
	


22) Conducting a thorough analysis and devise a business plan of airport finances. Such a plan must:
· Reflect present day airport revenues and expenses,
· Incorporate projected capital improvement and repair project costs and the prudent scheduling of the same, and

· Demonstrate additional and possible new revenue streams to inform the potential of the airport to be financially self-sustaining, including new and more lucrative revenue streams to provide for airport operation and maintenance costs to be passed along to airport users as part of a fiscally sustainable airport.
	


23) Setting reasonable, non-arbitrary, nondiscriminatory access restrictions for our airport in accordance with controlling federal case law including enforceable nighttime and weekend curfews, hours of operation, limits on numbers and concentrations of flights, fair and equitable distribution of air traffic and limiting access to the noisiest aircraft.
	


Habitat Protection & Stewardship
Please indicate your level of commitment or your concern(s)/opposition to advancing these action items: 
24) Enforcing restrictions on fencing, paving, building, clearing, mowing, noise, and lighting to express purpose of protecting habitat.
	


25) Using Community Preservation Funds for stewardship of preserved properties to maintain the diversity of habitat.
	


26) Educating our citizens about the significance and complexity of healthy habitats and how to best maintain them.
	


27) Studying how climate change and sea level rise will impact local habitats and species.
	


28) Communicating the importance of coastal habitat protection in the protection and resiliency of our built system.
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Members





Accabonac Protection Committee





Amagansett Springs Aquifer Protection (ASAP)





Clearview Beach Association





Concerned Citizens of Montauk





Dark Sky Society





The Garden Club of East Hampton





Group for the East End





New York League of Conservation Voters


 Education Fund





Northwest Alliance





Quiet Skies Coalition





Surfrider Foundation





Third House Nature Center
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